Madras Traffic Control
main points to be considered in this connection are that
the Act by abolishing the tolls  in the  whole Province
lost a very valuable source of income which amounted
to between  Rs. 25 and 30 lakhs.   The Act said, "All
existing tolls are done   away with   and  no  tolls   can
in future be levied anywhere in the Madras Presidency
on any vehicle or animal or person, except on any new
road or bridge which  Government may make after the
date; on such works Government may levy a toll till so
much of the cost of the work as they may determine is
recovered.    Such tolls can only be temporary  and are
for definite services rendered at one or two places at the
most and can only be levied by Government.'' 4   By this
promulgation,  not  only did the Provincial Government
stand to lose a considerable sum of money, biit it also
sought to make an invidious distinction between motor and
other means of transport.   The bullock carts which are
mainly  responsible  for the  high   depreciation   of road
surfaces escaped scot-free, while the motor vehicles were
saddled with taxes that tended to crush the vehicles out of
existence.   Hardly was the ink dry when, in the Provincial
Legislative Council,  a resolution was moved to form a
Select Committee to study the effect of these taxes on the
transport industry.   Such an impartial Government body
as   the   Mitchell-Kirkness   Committee   found   itself   in
agreement with the general complaint of high taxation.
It might -be relevant to point out here that under the
Congress Ministry in Madras an amendment was effected
of Section 14 of this Act which restricted the power of
the Provincial Government to levy tolls under the Indian
Tolls Act of 1851.   Under the Act as it then was, tolls
could  be levied  only in  respect of road  and  bridges
financed at the expense of the Provincial revenues.5   By
this new amendment, the right to levy tolls was made
4    Madras Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1931.
5   Fitfe Fort St. George Gazette dated 8th March 1938,
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